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This study evaluated student experiences and learning outcomes related to the professional field trip, which is designed to encourage connection between students and improve
professional skills. Twenty-two graduate students attended the trip to Milwaukee, WI, where they participated in a networking event with industry professionals, toured an arena
and Marquette athletics, and attended a baseball game. The trip was evaluated using pre- and post-trip surveys, a focus group, and interviews with professionals that the
students interacted with. Results suggested the trip met students’ expectations, improved their connection to their cohort, clarified their professional goals, and improved their
networking skills.
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Student experiences out-of-class can be vital parts
of the learning experience (Kuh, 1995).

The theory of student involvement “emphasizes
active participation of the student in the learning
process” (Astin, 1984, p. 522).

Cogpnitive and affective learning can occur as a
result of field trips (DeWitt & Storksdieck, 2008).
Kuh (1993) found out-of-class experiences have a
positive impact on college students’ personal
competence and skills such as confidence; students
did not report experiences impacted their
academic skills or knowledge application.

Gosen & Washbush (2004) called for research on
the learning outcomes of experiential learning.
Pontius & Harper (2006) called for research into
student engagement for graduate students.

Berte & Jones (2014) advocated for detailing the
connection between the trip and learning

GOAL: To evaluate the annual professional field trip to
determine if it is meeting students’ expectations and providing
them with value that supports class content and enhances Pre-trip expectations survey

METHOD

Measures:

Post-trip perceptions survey
Post-trip focus group
Sample:
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19 pre-trip respondents

their experiences as graduate students.
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college sport.
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writing about their teaching and learning a local but peer reviewed publication outlet and to offer other instructors and students an accessible publication to
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