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A decision tree for consideration of 

potential data sources for SoTL work 

Is there an existing or archived artifact that is 
part of the teaching/learning context in 

question that could be used as a data source 
for this work? 

Is the artifact a direct 

source of data? 

Consider other data sources 
to add depth or richness to 

this study. 

Is there extraneous data that could 
be collected to reflect the 

teaching/learning environment? 

Is the lack of direct data a 

problem for this study?  

Is one data source sufficient 

for this study?  

Is data analysis planned that 
maximizes the utility of data from 

selected sources? 

Have resources been 
identified to develop a data 

analysis plan? 

Does data source(s) fully describe 
the phenomenon being 

investigated? 

Move forward with data 
collection. 

Seriously consider whether your study 
should move forward at this time using 

the data sources you have selected. 
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